152            THE AERIAL AGE
The Arctic summers are short. It is impossible to get through the ice and reach Spitz-bergen before the middle of June in an average year, and one must get away early in September, unless he wishes to run the risk of being caught for the winter by the ice coming down upon the coast. Spitzbergen is most favorably situated for a far northerly advance by ship during the summer. The prevailing winds are northeast, and to the westward of the Archipelago runs the great Arctic current southward between Spitzbergen and Greenland, the chief outlet of the Arctic Sea. The ice fields have a tendency to move to the westward, and in summer there is little ice on the Spitzbergen coast and much on the Greenland side. Usually ships not built for ramming ice can reach our headquarters in July and August, and advantage of these conditions is taken by the managers of shipping companies to send their tourists to the real Arctics. Every year we at our base were visited by tourist ships, hundreds of visitors descending upon us with their cameras, their autograph hunting and their innumerable questions. These tourist ships even venture to run north to the edge of the icepack, and have been known to pass the 80th parallel, which is farther north than Franklin, Kane and many of the early Arctic explorers were able to get on the American side of the